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Understanding the World 
People, cultures and communities 
Children will learn about their own community and how others live. This includes an awareness of different cultures, traditions, and religious events, and understanding the 
similarities and differences between themselves and others. 
The natural world 
Children will investigate the natural world, including the environment, animals, and plants. Activities will include observing different animals, caring for the garden, and 
exploring seasonal changes. 
The wider world and technology 
The children will explore the wider world through books, atlases, and virtual trips. Children will also gain knowledge of technology, such as using the internet to research or look 
at maps. 
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Our Wonderful World 
• Physical and human features 

•  Picture maps 

• Cardinal compass points 

• Equator and hemispheres 

• Continents 

• Oceans 

• Countries and capital cites of the UK 

• Protecting natural environments 

 
 
 
 
Enrichment – Field work on identifying local 
physical and human features. 

School Days (History Focus) 
 

• Maps of the local area 

• Map of our school 

• Changes in the local area over time 

• Human and physical features of the school 
environment 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enrichment – Field work in school grounds  
Field work on identifying local physical and 

human features. 

Bright Lights, Big City  
• Countries and capital cities of the UK 

•  Physical features of the UK 

• Settlements 

• Human features 

• Weather and seasons 

• Landmarks 

•  Aerial images 

• Locational language 

• Maps 

•  Compass directions 

• Geographical similarities 

 
Enrichment – River Thames Boat trip to see 
London Landmarks 
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Let’s Explore the World 
• Using an atlas 

• Using a compass 

• Using map keys 

• Locating the equator 

•  Northern and Southern Hemispheres and North and 
South Poles 

• Hot, temperate and cold places 

• Comparing England to Somalia 

•  Sustainability 

Enrichment – Field work enquiry – which 
human feature is used most in our locality? 

Magnificent Monarchs (History Focus) 
• Significant places – royal residences 
• Countries of the United Kingdom 

 

Coastline  
• Maps, globes and atlases 

• World seas and oceans 

• Human and physical features 

• Locational language 

• Compass directions 

• Physical processes – erosion 

• Changes over time 

• Tourism 

 
 

Enrichment – Visit to Coastal Area 
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One Planet, Our World 
• Maps and locating countries 

• Human and physical features 

• Four-figure grid references 

• Primary data 

•  Compass points 

• Earth's layers 

• Plate tectonics 

• Latitude and longitude 

• European countries and cities 

• UK counties and cities 

• Carbon footprints 

• Weather and the local environment 

• Land use 

Enrichment – Field work enquiry using 
primary data – How is land used around our 
school? 

Emperors and Empires (History Focus) 
• Identifying Rome and major cities on a world map 

• Looking at the spread of the Roman Empire across 
Europe, North Africa and the Middle East 

 

Rocks, Relics and Rumbles  
• Layers of the Earth 

• Rocks 

• Plate tectonics 

• Ring of Fire 

• Features of volcanoes 

• Lines of latitude and longitude 

• Volcanic eruptions 

• Earthquakes and tsunamis 

• Compass points 

• Maps 

 
 
 
 

Enrichment – Geologist visit to school 
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Interconnected World 
• Compass points and four and six-figure grid 

references.  
• Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and the countries, 

climates and culture of North and South America.  
• Significant physical features in the United Kingdom 
• National Rail and canal networks in the UK 

 

.Enrichment – Field work enquiry – 
investigating transport links in the local area? 

 Ancient Civilisations (History Focus) 
• Identifying ancient civilisations on a world map 

• Significance of physical geography on the growth of 
the civilisations studied 

 

Misty Mountain, Winding River  
• UK and World rivers 

• UK and world mountains 

• Maps, compass points, grid references and contour 
lines 

• Physical processes – erosion, transportation and 
deposition 

• Water cycle, soil, altitudinal zones  

 
Enrichment – Local river study 
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Investigating Our World 
• Ordnance Survey maps 

• Contour lines; 

• Six-figure grid references 

• Time zones 

• Climate zones 

• Vegetation belts 

• Biomes 

• Human geography 

• World cities 

• Sustainable manufacturing processes 

• Relatives locations and distances 

• Transport networks 

• Settlement hierarchy 

•  Local enquiry 

 

Enrichment – Field work enquiry gathering 
evidence to classify the local settlement 

Ground-breaking Greeks (History Focus) 
• Identifying Greece and major cities on the world 

map. 

• The geography of Greece 

 

Sow, Grow and Farm  
• Land use in the UK 

• Allotments 

• Farming in the UK 

• Maps 

• Grid references 

• Climate zones 

• Physical features of North and South America 

• Farming in North and South America 

• Food transportation 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Enrichment – Local allotment visit and farm  
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Our Changing World 
• Features of Earth including the Arctic and Antarctic 

Circles 

• Time zones 

• Latitude and longitude 

• Map scale 

• Grid references, contours and symbols 

• Climate change, extreme weather and people 

• Worldwide trade 

• Natural resource management 

• Road safety 

 

Enrichment – Field work enquiry - what 
settlement patterns can we observe in our 
local area? 

Frozen Kingdoms  
 

• Arctic and Antarctic regions 
• Lines of latitude and longitude 
• Polar climates 
• Polar day and night 
• Polar oceans and landscapes 
• Climate change 
• Natural resources 
• Indigenous people 
• Tourism 
 
 

Enrichment – Polar regions workshop 

Britain at War (History Focus) 
• Places and interconnections 

• Warring nations 

• Impact of the war on the local area 

 
 
 

 


