
Parents' Evenings have been a great success this week. It's been 

We had so many compliments on the Black History display in the hall this year and the
compliments were well deserved - the work is stunning and children loved showing
parents their own contributions. 
Thank you to all of you who completed the Parent View survey. Even though Ofsted have been
and gone, we don't sit on our laurels and we still need your feedback on how we're doing so we
can continue to make improvements. Do please head to:

We had our first SEND Focus Group this week which was a raging success. A big thank you to
Mrs Boyes for organising it and a huge thank you to all parents who turned up - I believe there
were about 20 which is fantastic. Much networking occurred, parents were able to compare
notes and help each other with tips and tricks. Next month, we'll have another one and all
parents are welcome - you don't have to be a parent of a child with SEND - all are welcome.
This week Alison Wright visited all classes to teach children about acceptance and
understanding of disability. Alison has no arms and she showed children how she
copes admirably in an environment that is almost wholly set up for able-bodied
people. Her workshops were inspirational and children came away having learnt to
listen and accept. Daisy-Bella (5A) said, "I've learnt that nobody's perfect but we're all
amazing!" That's a quote for the history books!

   Dear Parents and Carers,
 Welcome  to  the last newsletter of Autumn 1 and what a first half term it's  
 been especially this week which has been a whirlwind of activity. Here are 
 the highlights:

      wonderful to see you all and have a brief chat as you made your  
      way to classes. Our  prefects  and principle leaders did a fantastic job greeting you and
      persuading you to complete the Parent View survey. They also did a great job selling the
      books  from  the Book Fair and I believe all parents received the correct change -  which
      bodes well  for  their  maths  SATs!!!!  If  you  didn't  make  an appointment or you missed
      your appointment, please see your  child's teacher to ensure that you're informed of your
      child's progress this term.

                 https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/parent-view-results/survey/result/186477/13
       to  complete  the  survey  if you haven't done so already. We need to complete it afresh 
       every new academic  year and it really helps us to improve our service both to you and
       to  the children.  A little  tip is to save your password for the page on your phone  because
       you'll  be  asked  to complete this survey two or three times each year and it's a nightmare
       if you've forgotten your password!
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A big thank you to Alison who had children writing with their feet and gaining a greater
understanding of living with a physical disability while learning that disabilities don't need to hold
you back in life. Alison was very impressed that Ms Goodwin actually wrote her name with her right
foot and complimented her on how she held the pen in-between her toes! Amelia P (5A) was able
to share that she could communicate using Makaton sign language and impressed everyone with
her skill. Alison was very complimentary about the school and wrote to me afterwards saying, "I felt
very much that disabilities and differences were promoted in a very positive way by every single
pupil." What a wonderful compliment to our children. 
As part of our Black History work, the children also took part in a variety of workshops. Painting
African masks was a real hit as children used ancient tribal painting techniques to decorate their
masks and the results were stunning. Many of you will have seen the results on display at Parents'
Evening. 
African dancing was also a workshop thoroughly enjoyed by the children. I'm not too sure how
authentic the dancing was on the African side of things but the children were certainly given a
rigorous workout!
The African Drumming workshop, on the other hand, was incredibly authentic and children were
enraptured by the rhythm and beat of the drums! Every child was engaged and able to participate
in the inspiring music-making!
Years R, 1 and 2 were treated to a 'Spoons' workshop and they, too, were able to participate in
making great rhythmic music with a very simple instrument although one of our little Reception
children did pipe up that he'd rather be eating ice-cream with his spoon than making music! Fair
comment - especially if it's salted caramel, or chocolate-chip or pralines and cream....... apologies, I
got carried away! 
Some children were also treated to a steel pan performance which blew everyone away. A little bit
of history was shared with the children before an amazing performance that had us all up dancing
and 'shaking our booty'! 
Year 2 had a field trip to Elm Park on Thursday looking at Human features in the town - which ones
are used the most and the least. As usual, behaviour was impeccable! Once back in class, the
children discussed their findings and were asked for suggestions on how some human features
might be modified to increase usage. Using considerable problem-solving skills, Aadam (2A)
decided that Tesco would get greater footfall if their 'stuff' was free and Navaira (2A) quite sensibly
suggested that Costa would gain more customers if they used robots to serve as they would make
the coffee more quickly! I'm thinking someone's got rather fed up standing in a Costa queue!!!!
Talking of Tescos, Year 4 used our local Tescos as a base to conduct a survey on the public's view of
transport links in our local area. Sadly, it was raining and, when I say 'raining', I mean teeming but
we're nothing if not resilient here at Harrow Lodge so the children put their best foot forward and
walked the short distance to Tescos to carry out their surveys and, luckily, many adults were willing
to stop and be polled. Well done Year 4 - you are real troopers.
We've had even more visitors coming around the school this week and all are picking up tips from
us regarding curriculum development, personal development and EYFS. It's lovely being able to
share good practice and your children are the very best selling point of our school. 
Y6 had their height and weight measurements taken this week. This is carried out by the NHS to
ensure that everyone is healthy and there are no worries about nutrition or exercise. Children are
able to ask questions if there are any concerns and all went well.

              



This week, your children should come home with new login details and a parent code for a new
online maths program called 'Doodle Maths'. We're moving from Mathletics to Doodle Maths which
appears to be a better product so please look out for that and have a go with it over the half term
holiday.
We have issued all our dinner ladies with badges - each one is a different colour so, if your child is
talking to you about an incident that occurred at lunchtime and they don't know the name of the
dinner lady who dealt with it, they can identify her by the colour of her badge. The dinner ladies are
wearing the badges already but we haven't had a chance to explain the system to the children yet
- that will form part of the focus of our first assembly after half term.
Y6 have also been preparing for life as an independent secondary school pupil this week with a
workshop in which they learnt how to use an Oyster Card, how to travel by bus and the dangers to
look out for. Now, had you asked me, before this workshop, if Y6 children needed reminding about
'stranger danger', I'd have been certain that 10 and 11 year olds would be well-versed in the dangers
of accepting sweets from strangers etc. However, I had a shock coming.  The workshop involved
some set-up scenarios; one of which took place as the class were waiting at the bus station. The
teachers were taken to the side to be spoken to by the leaders (although there were adults keeping
watch on the children unbeknownst to them). At this point, a kind-looking man (one of the team)
approached a group of our  boys and showed them a picture on his phone of his cute puppy that
he'd lost and he asked them to help him look for it. Unbelievably, the small group of boys agreed
and began to walk off with the man!!!! Luckily, one of the children alerted the teachers who brought
the boys back. Now, this was a standard scenario set up to show children how easy it is to be taken
in by people. What  an excellent learning exercise and something for you, as parents, to be aware
of. When children feel safe because they're with friends, or distracted, they forget everything they've
learnt about safe-guarding. Another scenario involved a stranger sitting beside the children on the
bus and striking up a conversation with them. Now, we teach our children to be confident and polite
but, of course, there needs to be some censoring of information offered in conversation with a
stranger and, unfortunately, our children were so polite and so confident that they just talked freely
about which school they went to and which year they were in and what their names were. It was
only after the role-play finished that it was pointed out to the children how dangerous it can be to
share such information with strangers no matter how kind they appear to be. It's a really sad lesson
to have to learn but I'm so glad we ran this workshop because it really highlighted the work that
needs doing to ensure our children know how to keep themselves safe. A huge thanks to Mrs
Millard for setting this up and you can be sure that we'll try to run this workshop every year. 
Thank you for buying books from our book fair - we earned £679.06 worth of books for our
classrooms - that's the most we've ever generated so we are really grateful to you all for your
support.
And finally, we all dressed up for Down Syndrome today. The children looked fabulous and we
raised £227.96 for the Down's Syndrome Association. Thank you for all your donations - even the
smallest donation helps a huge amount.
And, after 3 pages full of news this week, it's time to wish you a wonderful half term holiday, remind
you that it's full winter uniform when we return and leave you with this thought,

              

“Never help a child with a task at which they feel they can succeed -
This is when they do their very best learning!”

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

        With kind regards and best wishes, Mrs Searle
 



Star of the week:
 

R1: 
R2: 
1A: 

1B: n
2A: 
2B: 
3A: 
3B: 
4A: 
4B: 
5A: 

5B: e
6A: 
6B: 

Please see our star of the week
newsletter on our website and on
facebook for photos of their work.

www.harrowlodgeprimary.com
 
 

Writer of the week:
 

R1: Oliver M
R2: Majus  
1A: Mithran

1B: Elizabeth
2A: Mahilan
2B: Helena

3A: Ollie
3B: Riaadh
4A: Olobo

4B: Michael
5A: Alex A

5B: Chanan 
6A: Fawwaz
6B: Sidney

 

 

 

House Points
 

1st Centaurs  292 points
2nd Phoenixes 277 points 

3rd Griffins 217 points
4th  Dragons 211 points

Due to our Black
History

workshops this
week we will be

carrying over
our stars of the
week to the 4th

November
assembly.



who have had a birthday 
in the last week.

We hope you had a great day!

Congratulations
to .......

on receiving an achiever
badge for gaining 3 gold

certificates!

Yatni

OUR GOLDEN AWARDS THIS WEEK ARE.......

to.....
Ismael R2
Lenny 1B

Jamie 2A
Lola 3A

Nicole 3B
Logan 5B

Scarlett 6A
Amelia 6B

 
 

This week's
attendance award

goes to...
 1A who achieved

98.6%
Whole school
attendance...

95.2% 

Sara R1
George R1

Nate R1
Nellie R1

Jessica R1
 Darcy R1
Alice G R1

Oliver M R1
Alyana R1 
Franky R1

Freddy R2
Oliver R2

Evie 1A
Mithran 1A

Ifeh 1A 
Dalia 1A

Harley 1A
Murtijiz 1B
Haakil 1B
Aarshy 1B
James 1B
Shiloh 1B

 

Ifraah 1B
Taha 3B

Sahar 4A
Eshaal 4B

Daisy-Leigh 4B
Mitchell 5A
Sotonte 5A

Katie 6B
Kayla 6B

Spencer 6B
 



Friday 21st October - Break up for half term
Monday 31st October - Return to school
Monday 31st October - World of Work week for KS2
Monday 31st October - PTA Spooky Disco
Tuesday 1st November - Year 5 Trip to KPMG
Tuesday 1st November - Prospective parent tour @1:45pm
Wednesday 2nd November - Year 4 trip to the University of London
Wednesday 2nd November - PTA AGM meeting
Thursday 3rd November - Year 3 trip to Wates construction site
Friday 4th November - Year 6 trip to Canary Warf
Friday 4th November - Firework Night @ 6:00pm
Tuesday 8th November - Year 6 Royal Liberty Chemistry workshop 
Friday 11th November - Remembrance service @ 10:00am
Tuesday 15th November -Year 4 Viking Workshop
Tuesday 15th November - Prospective parent tour @1:45pm
Friday 18th November - Children in Need
Tuesday 22nd November - Individual school photos
Friday 25th November - Prospective parent tour @1:45pm
Wednesday 30th November - Year 3 visits to Elm Park Library
Thursday 1st December - Reindeer Run
Friday 2nd December - PTA Whole Schhol Panto trip
Monday 5th December - Year 2 Christmas Concert @ 9:15 am
Monday 5th December - Year 1 Nativity @2:30 pm
Tuesday 6th December - EYFS Nativity @ 9:15 am
Tuesday 6th December - Year 2 Christmas Concert @ 2:30 pm
Wednesday 7th December - Year 1 Nativity @ 9:15 am
Wednesday 7th December - EYFS Nativity @ 2:30 pm
Friday 9th December - Christmas Jumper Day/ Christmas Dinner day
Friday 9th December - PTA Christmas Bazaar @ 4:00 pm
Tuesday 13th December - Breakfast with Santa
Wednesday 14th December - Year 3 trip to Chelmsford Museum
Thursday 15th December - Performing Arts trip to Frozen the Musical
Friday 16th December - Visit to Holy Cross Church @ 10:00 am
Friday 16th December - Break Up at 1:30 pm

Dates for autumn term:

to.....
Sara R1

Alayna R1
on receiving an achiever badge for

gaining 3 gold certificates!


