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Dear Parents and Carers,
Another week has flown by - here are the highlights:
A phone call from Harry Potter World first thing on Monday
morning! Expecting to be given the unhappy news that one of
our Year 6 children had left a jumper or school bag behind on
Friday, I was just thrilled to be told that our children had been
so well-behaved in the centre that they thought it worthy of a phone call to tell us
how lovely they were. My heart was singing with pride. Our Year 6s have blossomed!!
Talking of our blossoming Year 6s, what a sight I was greeted with on Tuesday afternoon
when I visited Year 6 to thank them for representing the school so well last Friday. Not a
single head raised up when I walked in (which is unusual since I'm normally greeted with
wonderful smiles and "Good-mornings") but, on this occasion, I wasn't even noticed as I
walked into a room full of white smoke! Mod-roc was on the agenda for the afternoon's art
lesson and our Year 6s were so engrossed that they were unaware of anything else around
them. How lovely to see such maturity in their commitment to their learning.
I had a visit from Dottie (R2) who brought me an armful of trophies for 'baton-twirling' - most
impressive but even more impressive was when she fell to the floor and contorted her body
into an upside-down pose resembling the shard - you'd have to see it to believe it but she's
extremely flexible and one to watch for our gymnastics team, Mr Charlee!
I had a visit from Mrs Ellis this week. Mrs Ellis will be running a gardening club for us in the
summer term and she came to see me about how she would run the club and what she
needed to run the club. Well, as she talked about fruits and herbs and pretty planters, I
began to get quite excited but when she talked about the resources needed, I began to get
very worried! There was a rather long list and we don't have the funds to source them. So I
thought I'd put out a cry for help and see if any of you could help us. We don't need any
small plant pots as we have plenty of those for the moment but we do need the following
items:
1.Compost 2. Extra large planters 3. Garden canes 4. Garden ties 5. Plant labels
6. Children's garden tools 7. Adult garden tools 8. Waterproof lining 9. Seeds
or bulbs for fruit and veg 10. Children's gardening gloves
If you can donate any of those items, please place them in the Parent Foyer in the box (or at
the side of the box, labelled 'Gardening Club'. A big thank you in advance and perhaps you'll
see some home-grown bedding plants in our planter at the front of the school in the
near future thanks to our newly-cultivated gardeners!

This week also saw the Local Authority visit our school to see how well we are
getting on with improving the school and I'm thrilled to say that they were very
impressed! Behaviour for learning was described as 'exemplary' (thank you children!),
work set was challenging and engaging and children were receiving an excellent offer
with regard to all subjects but especially in Personal Development.
Y1 had an exciting trip to London where they went on a Boat Trip along the Thames.
Now, our Y1 children are only 5 and 6 years old but they've been captivated by their
'Bright Lights, Big City' topic this term and they were so excited to see, in the flesh, all
the London landmarks they'd been learning about in class. As ??? scanned the sky-line
with wide eyes, he remarked on every building in turn and, on seeing the Fenchurch
Building (the Walkie-Talkie), he mused, "Now where is the Gherkin? I'm sure that
should be somewhere near the Walkie-Talkie"! An elderly gentleman sitting on the
boat then exclaimed, "Good-grief, your knowledge of London is exceptional, young
man. My wife and I have just been treated to a full guided tour for free!" And at the
end of the trip a retired teacher who had been on the boat trip herself approached
Ms Lawson and said that she had never witnessed such well-behaved children on a
school trip before! Well, that says it all doesn't it? What a wonderful commendation!
Y2 also picked the most beautiful day of the term for their field trip to Walton-on-theNaze and they all returned with sun-tans. Miss Batt assured me that the children did
study the area for features of a coastal town but they also had a sneaky ice-cream and
a paddle in the sea before having to rush out to beat the incoming tide!
On Thursday, the PTA were all ready to set up the Mothers' Day stalls for today when
we suddenly remembered that we have the Dance Company in on a Thursday evening
dancing in all 3 halls until 10:00 pm. After the initial shock thinking that we may have
to cancel our sale, we contacted the Dance School who told us that we should set up
as normal just moving the tables up against the walls and they'd dance carefully in the
middle. In all honesty, we were expecting a few ballerinas to pirouette out of control
and leave us with breakages to clear up but I'm glad to say that they were clearly wellbalanced dancers and there was no unfortunate damage! The children were able to
make their purchases to surprise you with on Sunday (even though you probably
furnished them with the money in the first place!) And, goodness me, the excitement
that fills your children's hearts when they come away with that chocolate heart or that
teddy holding a Mothers' Day kiss is just palpable. Their love for you (their mother) is
so clear from the sparkle in their eyes. You are very lucky mums!
I would like to say an enormous thank you to Haakil's (R1) dad, Mr Abdulai, who has
made an incredible donation of £400 and to Maddison's (R1) mum and dad who are
fund-raising to support one of the trips taking place next term in EYFS. The trip is
for EYFS to visit Marsh Farm and it's one of the best educational trips we offer to

our children. It normally costs £17 per child which is already a pricey trip but we still
ran it because of the huge educational value of it. However, this year, with the hike in
fuel prices, the cost has increased to £25 per child. We know that this is beyond the
reach for most parents so the trip was going to be cancelled. However, with the
donations from these parents, we should be able to offer the trip for the usual price
or lower. That is an amazing show of support from our parents and I am so grateful
and humbled by the kindness and pulling together of our community.
Finally, to wish all you fantastic mothers a very Happy Mothers' Day, we decided to
put a little treat together for you in the Romford Recorder this week. Unfortunately,
Year 4 and 5B were unable to take part owing to teacher absence but, for the rest of
you, enjoy your special surprise - you truly deserve it. It's hard work being a mum!
And that brings me to the end of a beautifully warm and sunny week . It just remains
for me to wish you a wonderfully restful weekend full of cuddles and snuggles and
breakfast in bed and I leave you with this thought:

"To the world, you are a mother;
To your family, you are the world."

With kind regards and best wishes,
Mrs Searle

Star of the week:

Writer of the week:

R1: James
R2: Evie
1A: Lexy
1B: Dioni
2A: Savelly
2B: Liam
3A: Olivia
3B: Alexander
4A: Nitza
4B: Preston
5A: Kevin
5B: Liana
6A: Ema
6B: Bryan

R1: India
R2: Dalia
1A: Navaira
1B: Reggie
2A: Sofia
2B: Michaela
3A: Ilinca
3B: Lucas
4A: Freddie
4B: Nathan
5A: Noah
5B: Alexandru
6A: Shaun
6B: Josias

House Points
1st Dragons 304 points
2nd Phoenixes 283 points
3rd Griffins 274 points
4th Centaurs 249 points

to.....
Paisley R1
Maddison R1
Aria R2
Harper 1A
Adelaide 2A
Savelly 2A
Amelia 5A
Delia 5B
who have had a birthday
in the last week.
We hope you had a great day!

Congratulations to .......

Woody R1
Paisley R1
Layla 6B

on receiving an achiever badge
for gaining 3 gold certificates!

Dates for the spring term:
Wednesday 30th March - Year 5 visit to
an allotment
Thursday 31st March – Year 4 Easter
Play
Friday 1st April - Easter Bonnet Parade
@ 9:15 am
Friday 1st April - PTA Easter Egg Hunt
Friday 1st April – break up for Easter @
1:30 pm
INSET DAY – Tuesday 19th April
RETURN TO SCHOOL – Wednesday 20th
April
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This week's attendance
award goes to...
6B - 97%

Woody R1
Paisley R1

Whole school attendance...

89.4 %

