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Dear Parents and Carers,
Its been a busy week. Here are the highlights:
We started the week learning about the Chinese New Year and the Year of the
tiger. I had a visit from Kal-El, Amelie and Sophia (R1) who wished me a Happy New
Year in Chinese and told me that they were going to be making a noodle dish in the afternoon
using an ingredient that none of them knew the name of. They brought me the secret
ingredient which Amelie thought was a chicken foot, Sophia thought was a potato and
Kal-El thought was a chicken nugget! Turned out that Nadiirah (R2) was able to identify it as
'ginger'!! To be fair, on closer examination, it did look somewhat like a chicken foot - we
know, because Nala keeps a stash of those in the office for her special treat time!
As part of their Science exploration, EYFS have been learning how to brush their teeth. The
children discovered what the word cavity meant and how you only need a pea- sized amount
of toothpaste to brush your teeth effectively. Sophia (R1) informed EYFS that a cavity is a
rotten hole in your teeth where you haven't brushed your teeth properly and then your teeth
fall out (sad but true!). She then went on to say, "…..and then, technically, the tooth fairy
comes along and you get a prize! Swings and roundabouts then, I'd say!!!
Year 1 have been out and about classifying features of their environment into 'Physical' or
'Human' and I have to say, they were very knowledgeable about the difference - they've also
been learning how to challenge someone's opinion in a respectful way.
KS2 children are finding the weather too mild for winter coats and are divesting themselves of
these items during playtime using the floor as a coat hanger. I have two requests concerning
such behaviour - firstly, please do ensure all coats are named (we have some really expensive
coats for sale at £5 in our second-hand shop because they've ended up in Lost Property with
no name in them) and, secondly, if you have any great ideas about storing the coats safely
outside when children take them off, do please share those ideas with me.
On Wednesday, we opened our doors to several other Primary schools for a training day and I
was excited to be hosting one of the first face-to-face training sessions since the Pandemic
began. Unfortunately, it turned out to be more of a comedy of errors as Murphy's Law (If
anything can go wrong, it will!) took a firm hold on the day. Firstly, the trees and flowers at the
front of the school refused to stay put and decided to fly around the playground! Secondly, I
promised pastries for break time but could only get biscuits (the trainer was most
disappointed!) Thirdly, we weren't informed by the trainer that they needed an interactive
screen to deliver the training so we had to quickly wheel our (extremely heavy) portable
screen round to the Hall during which time, it fell on its front and deposited several nuts and
bolts across the floor!

Of course, this was pure disaster but we are blessed with a caretaker of many
talents and he saved the day by adapting some of his tools to fix the problem!
Well done and thank you to Mr Welch for his quick thinking and his quick response.
Mr Charlee is a fan of the outdoors and, over the years, he has used an orienteering App to
great effect in his PE lessons. Now the creators of the App want our school to be a flagship
for their product! So this week, the company have been filming teachers using the App, not
only for orienteering but for the wider curriculum lessons as well. It's been very exciting with
bright lights and camera crews around the site.
And today has been Number Day - throughout the day, your children have been challenged
numerically, attempting activities, tasks and games that have stretched them to use their
numerical knowledge and pushed them to crack seemingly impossible puzzles. Year 5 have
planned a party on a budget (my kind of party!), Y4 played 'Who wants to be a Mathionaire?',
Y6 are had a lesson with a Professor of maths and EYFS played Musical Number Bond
Partners. Now we're all numbered out!!
The PTA met this week to decide on our next fund-raising target and there was a unanimous
vote for Water Bottle refill stations and 5 Clever-touch screens for the classes that are still
waiting for new screens. We also discussed future events and fund-raising activities, all of
which sound extremely exciting. Thank you to all of you who attended and your invaluable
input into the plans.
Speaking of the PTA and the wonderful additions they've brought to the school, the last
funded item (the KS1 activity equipment) has finally been completely finished. We had to get
the company to return and add a couple of steps to the monkey bars because they were just
too high for our little ones to reach. So, this week, Halimat (1B) ventured out to the play
equipment as the monkey-bar steps tester. She was impressive with the way she climbed and
stepped up to the bars and articulated (with ease) the best positioning for the steps in order
to access the bars. Well done Halimat - what a great job!
You will have received an invite to stand as a parent governor last week because a position
has become available. Do please consider the role and whether you could bring something to
the school by being part of our team of Governors. If you'd like to know a little more about
what the role entails, do please pop in to see me and we can discuss all the details.
And finally, I haven't given out any golden Reading Challenge tokens for several weeks - the
vending machine is groaning under the weight of the books that aren't being 'bought' so
here's a big plea for some reading challenges to be tackled this weekend. And remember,
points mean prizes - for 2 points, you could read a non-fiction book with your child and
create a fact-file about what you've read and, for 3 points, why not take your child to join your
local library? Before you know it, your child will have earned 50 points and will be coming
home with a brand new book bought from the vending machine with their very own golden
token.
So, after a very busy week, one in which many things went wrong before turning out right, it
just remains for me to wish you well for the weekend and leave you with this thought:

“Success is not built on success. It's built on failure.
It's built on frustration and, sometimes, it's built on catastrophe!"
With kind regards and best wishes,
Mrs Searle

Star of the week:

Writer of the week:

R1: Lenny
R2: Kevin
1A: Navaira
1B: Mason
2A: Shayan
2B: Penelope
3A: Ela
3B: Daisy-Leigh
4A: Isabella
4B: Oscar
5A: Karina
5B: Dinusan
6A: Danielius
6B: Ellen

R1: Haakil
R2: Chloe
1A: Alicia
1B: Joel
2A: Riaadh
2B: Louie
3A: Mason
3B: Amanda
4A: Hannah
4B: Ronnie
5A: George
5B: Sophie
6A: Molly
6B: Hallie

House Points

1st Phoenixes 284 points
2nd Griffins 227 points
3rd Dragons 191 points
4th Centaurs 176 points

to.....

Congratulations to .......

M
Kyla 3A
Ela 3A
Simeon 4A
Aamani 5B
Mason 6B
Raymund 6A
on receiving an achiever badge
forthis
gaining
3 gold certificates!
who have had a birthday
week.
We hope you had a great day!
Dates for the spring term:
Tuesday 8th February – Safer Internet Day
Thursday 10th February – Performing Arts trip to Mary
Poppins
Friday 11th February – Mental Health Day
HALF TERM 14th -18th February
Monday 21st February - EYFS and Year 4 Science
Workshops
Monday 21st February – Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 23rd February – Parents’ Evening
Thursday 3rd March – World Book Day (dress up)
Tuesday 8th March – Year 6 SATs meeting @ 6:00 pm
Friday 11th March – Scientist Day
Tuesday 15th March - Year 5 Royal Liberty school
workshops
Friday 18th March – Red Nose Day
Friday 25th March – Mother’s Day stalls
Thursday 31st March – Year 4 Easter Play
Friday 1st April – break up for Easter @ 1:30 pm
INSET DAY – Tuesday 19th April
RETURN TO SCHOOL – Wednesday 20th April
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This week's attendance
award goes to...
6B 98.5 - %
Whole school attendance...

Micheala 2B
Darcie 3A
Marie 6B
Armani 6B

90.4%

Reminder.......
Please can we remind parents
that there is no access to the
school from the Barton Road
gate after 9:00 am.
If children need to be
collected during the day or if
you need to drop anything off
then please come to the
Rainsford Way entrance.
Thank you

