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Dear Parents and Carers,
We've finally reached the half-way mark in the autumn term and
we've certainly ended the half-term with a bang - it's been an actionpacked week. Here are the highlights:
Parents' evenings took place - both face to face and virtual. It was lovely
to see parents back in the school building again. Our prefects and
principle leaders did a sterling job welcoming you in and guiding you to
the appropriate classrooms. Thank you for the emails you've sent to me complimenting them.
Stuart Hebron, our new drumming teacher paid us a visit on Tuesday and wowed us all with
his drumming skills. The children absolutely loved the display. They danced and clapped to the
music and many have signed up for lessons with him. I'm getting closer to that orchestra I
always wanted!!
Miss B and her Mindfulness club members paid me a visit with
their gratitude jars sharing with me all the things in their lives
that they are truly grateful for and that make them feel good
about themselves. I was especially pleased with the the note that
said 'mrs searle' but was put in my place when it was pointed out
to me that the card actually read, 'myself'! I expressed a muted
comment about handwriting and moved swiftly on!!
Mrs Waddington introduced us all to our new Harry
Lodge Reading and Writing Bears who will be visiting
many of your homes in the coming weeks to spend an
adventurous weekend with you. We're also going to try
and get some Harry Lodge stories written by everyone
in the community so, if any of you
are aspiring or budding authors,
children and adults alike, please put your thinking caps on and start
tapping away on your keyboard. We're hoping to get a book of Harry
Lodge stories published so you can share them with your children. Here's
a picture of our full reading team, including Nala, who hasn't actually done
a great deal of reading this term, preferring to exercise her bark than her
mind, but that will change after half term!!
This week we all completed a sponsored run as part of the 2021 Virgin Money Giving Mini
London Marathon in Schools - I say all but, for some of us, it was actually a marathon
session of cheering and clapping!! Nevertheless, we still raised a whopping £886 for our PTA
who are really thankful since they've lost so much potential revenue over the last couple of
years!

The PTA also ran our traditional (well, it's the second year now, so I'm going to
count that as a tradition!) Hallowe'en pumpkin competition and there were some
incredibly creative contributions. Well done to absolutely everybody and thank you, parents, for
working with your children on this activity - that alone is worth more than any prize! The winning
entries can be seen below.
Sticking with the PTA events calendar, we held a non-uniform day today for a bottle instead of
a pound and the PTA have asked me to extend warm appreciation for all your contributions
(including the fake blood which will come in very handy on October 31st!)
Years 3 & 4 enjoyed a wonderful zoom meeting with Vanessa J Taylor, an author who
promotes diversity in her books. At one point children were asked to share their favourite
'goal appreciation moves' and Dolcie and Freddie (3A) did the honours for Harrow Lodge
whilst several other Primary Schools looked on! It was a great meeting, well received by all
year 3 & 4 children. Pavel (3A) was ecstatic to discover that Vanessa Taylor was reading an
extract from one of her books that he was actually currently reading and it brought the whole
idea of talking to a real-live author to life!
Year 3 enjoyed their trip to the Chelmsford Museum. As usual, the best part of the day was
lunchtime but that's par for the course! Sometimes, I think children would be just as happy to
have a trip to Tesco's car park so long as they could have a packed lunch there!
EYFS have been working hard this half term and I couldn't believe it when Harley (R1) was sent
to me to show me his counting expertise having wowed Ms Goodwin by informing her that 2
and 3 makes 5. However, on entering my office, he was over-awed by the occasion and fixated
on Nala - He could then talk of nothing other than how he had discovered his cat, Luna, with
his hamster, Milo, in her mouth about to eat him for breakfast! I did keep trying to bring the
conversation back to his mathematical expertise but I'm sure he walked out of my office
believing that he'd received a Head Teacher sticker for regaling me with a feline horror story!!
Mrs LeMay decided to tweet Marcus Rashford this week to share our work on Black History
with him and the fact that Year 1 had made biscuits for every person in the school as an
homage to his work on ensuring that no child ever goes hungry. Marcus 'liked' our tweet
which, apparently, is a massive deal in the world of tweeters!! Go us!!
This week, we held our first Parent Council in 2 years. It was a wonderful afternoon of
productive discussion, heartfelt sharing and fancy biscuits! Well worth joining us next halfterm. The minutes will be made available to you via Parent Mail and Face Book so you can
follow what's going on but, if you want to make a difference to the school, find out what's
going on behind the scenes or just get your voice heard, this is the platform to do it!
Finally, as winter chases the tail of autumn, we're seeing a lot of running going on (and I'm
talking noses not feet!) so it was a timely visit from the nurse today with her bag of nasal
sprays ready to armour the children against that pesky flu! If you accidently missed it, do
check out your local pharmacy to see if you can get your child shielded before the
inevitable viral outbreak! And that brings us to the end of the first half term of near
normality - we managed to get right to the end with only 1 Covid case which I
believe is a record compared to many other schools! So I wish you a 'spooktacular'
half term and leave you with this uplifting thought:

"Be so happy that, when others look at you, they become happy too!"
With kind regards and best wishes,
Mrs Searle

Star of the week:

Writer of the week:

R1: Kara
R2: Milana
1A: Kara
1B: Zoey
2A: Daria
2B: Feryal
3A: Sahar
3B: Eeshal
4A: Dolcie
4B: Bonnie
5A: Freddie
5B: Jamie
6A: Evelina
6B: Jessica

R1: Elizabeth L
R2: Nadirah
1A: Mason
1B: Harry
2A: Diana
2B: Yousef
3A: Liam
3B: Alex
4A: Lillie-Mae
4B: Logan
5A: Sadie
5B: Kai
6A: Archie
6B: Abedin

House Points

1st Dragons 298 points
2nd Phoenixes 240 points
3rd Griffins 231 points
4th Centaurs 225 points
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Mia R2
Dalia R2
Laura R2
Dottie R2
Amber 3B
Samuel 4A
Katie 5B
Aliyssa 5A
Armani 6B
Archie 6A

who have a birthday coming
up in the next 2 weeks.
We hope you have a great day!

Congratulations to .......
Halimat 1B
Daria 2A

on receiving an achiever badge
for gaining 3 gold certificates!

Pumpkin Winners
EYFS - Amelia
KS1 - Lola
KS2 - Brody
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Mia R2
Laura R2
Aibinu 1B
Halimat 1B
Cindy 1B
Adelaide 2A
Daria 2A

Archie 6A
Harvey 6A
Raymund 6A
Lauren 6B
Abedin 6B
Ethan 6B

Dates for next month:
Week beginning 1st November - World of Work for KS2
Thursday 4th November PTA Firework Night
Monday 8th November Year 4 Freshwater Theatre
workshop
Thursday 11th November 2:30pm Remembrance Service
Friday 12th November Children in Need Day
Monday 15th November Start of Anti-Bullying Week and
Odd Socks Day
Monday 24th November Book Fair in school until
Wednesday 1st December
Friday 26th November Culture Day

Reminders
Please can we remind parents that there should
be no parking or stopping in the roads outside
the school. We want to keep all our children safe
and need your help to do this. There have been
several near misses recently where cars have
been trying to turn around in the road.
Thank you for your support.

