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Dear Parents and Carers,

Well, here we are at the end of a second week in school and I still haven't
made it onto the premises! Sadly, I miscalculated the number of days I had
to isolate so I won't actually be back until Monday - I promise I won't teach
counting to any of your children!! In actual fact, I simply counted my first
day of symptoms as Day 1 but I should have counted the following day as
Day 1 - I was just too eager to return, that was the problem! Anyway, it's
been a very exciting week and here are the highlights:
The week began with a NED assembly which was run virtually by a very upbeat American
who spoke so fast I really could have done with subtitles. However, all our children are so
attuned to the American accent through television and games that they had no problem
keeping up at all! And the message was fantastic - basically, don't give up because you'll get
there in the end.
On the back of the NED assembly, we raised around £1000 from yo-yo sales to 'pay it
forward' - the assembly was free and they only use the profit of the yo-yo sales to keep the
company going so they can continue to give free workshops. We now have a NED zone
where your children can practise their yo-yoing skills. I can't wait to see all their tricks and
flicks!
The children have all settled well - Year 6 seem to be embracing their new status as HLPS
role models and are loving reading The Hobbit (one of my own favourites!). And, of course,
excelling at yo-yo artistry! Swimming started this week for Year 6 and wiped the girls out for
the rest of the day! They were obviously working way harder than the boys!!
When I asked Ms Howard how she was finding year 5, this was her reply, "After teaching
infants for 21 years, 5A have done a fantastic job so far at putting my mind at rest about
teaching older children. We've had a great week work-wise and we've had some fun along
the way too. When playing Countdown, they're brilliant at spotting the longer words! They
also get my humour (thank goodness they still think I'm funny at this age!)" Aww - you're
never too old to be funny, Ms Howard - age is just a number!!!
After school clubs began this week and we saw a welcome return of the Performing Arts
Club who are working towards a production of Mary Poppins this year - I'm very excited and
told Ms Harrison that I was considering auditioning for the part of Mary Poppins but she
crushed my dreams in her reply, "If I'm going to consider you for anything, Mrs Searle, it'll be
the Bird Woman at St Paul's Cathedral!" Gutted!
Our new Sensory Room is finished, fitted out and ready to use. Mr Welch has worked
immensely hard over the summer to get it ready for full operation so many thanks for his
huge efforts.
You may have noticed that we've trimmed down two huge London Planes (the tree
variety as opposed to the flying variety) in the grounds - still majestic but shorter!

Some of you thought we had a new office staff member but it was Evie offering her
services for free as part of her work experience. I think she's been shocked by the heavy
workload in a school office but equally surprised by the happy atmosphere which is lovely to
hear.
TA appreciation day came and went on Thursday but I sincerely hope that our support staff
feel appreciated every day. I've worked in many schools and I've never seen such dedication
from support staff as I have here at Harrow Lodge. We really are very lucky indeed.
The children were treated to an eye-opening workshop this week which helped them to
understand the wider implications of having a disability. Children began to appreciate and
understand how individuals with disabilities are just the same as them and sometimes you
may not even know that someone has a disability. They were really challenged with the task
of sitting on one hand and trying to put their jumper on just using their other hand but the
real message that seemed to have an impact on the children was when the presenter said,
"I wouldn't change my disability - I would just change the way people treated me because of it!"
EYFS children have completed their first full-time week in school and it's been a roaring
success - they've made lumpy bumpy cupcakes, opened a restaurant that serves extra spicy
food and rescued a snail from the water tray…..In the words of India, ‘This is so serious, he
could have drowned-ed.' He was safely placed inside a bucket and moved to a more secure
location!!
Finally, we raised much needed funds for our first charity fund-raiser of the year - Jeans for
Genes Day. Thank you so much for your support. We raised £175. I'm always immensely
proud of the way we rally around for others.
So, a great second week back by all accounts and I had to experience it all virtually! I'll be back on
Monday and I can't wait. It only remains for me to wish you all a wonderful weekend and I leave
you with this thought:

"There is no greater disability in society than the inability to see a person as more"
With kind regards and best wishes,
Mrs Searle

Star of the week:

Writer of the week:

R1: Nate
R2: Aria
1A: Alicia
1B: Mahilan
2A: Jacob
2B: Hope
3A: Darcie
3B: Amber
4A: Hannah
4B: Daisy
5A: Tyler
5B: Aamani
6A: Chaniya
6B: Hallie

R1: Amelia M
R2: Ellie
1A: Navaira
1B: Helena
2A: Daria
2B: Ali
3A: Olobo
3B: Amanda
4A: Samuel
4B: Jessie
5A: Violet
5B: Spencer
6A: Harvey
6B: Mikele

House Points
1st Dragons 173 points
2nd Centaurs 136 points
3rd Phoenixes 118 points
4th Griffins 102 points

Happy Birthday to.....
Heidi R1
Jaxon 1A
Mahilan 1B
Thomas 2A
Dinusan 5B
Shaun 6A
Alfie 6A
who have a birthday coming up
in the next week. We hope you
have a great day!

Jeans for Genes
Day
Thank you to all of
you who donated
to this worthy
cause. We raised:

£175.60
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Daria 2A
Nicole 2A
Ollie 2B
Dolcie 4A
Hannah 4A
Katie 4A
Mollie-Mae 4A
Pavel 4A
Zara 4A
Harshini 4B
Preston 4B
Archie 6A
Chaniya 6A
Evelina 6A

Dates this half term:
Monday 20th September Piano Fun Club begins
Friday 24th September Individual Pupil Photos
Friday 24th September MacMillan Coffee afternoon
Wednesday 29th September EYFS Maths workshop for parents 3:10 pm
Thursday 30th September EYFS Maths workshop for parents 3:10 pm
Thursday 30th September Year 6 residential meeting for parents 6:00 pm
Monday 4th October EYFS Phonics workshop for parents 3:10 pm
Thursday 7th October EYFS Phonics workshop for parents 3:10 pm
Wednesday 13th October EYFS Harvest Festival assembly 2:30 pm
Thursday 14th October Year 5 Harvest Festival assembly 2:30 pm
Week beg Monday 18th October Parents Evenings

Reminders
Please can we remind parents that the children are not permitted to use
the play equipment before and after school for health and safety
reasons.
If you need to enter the school between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm then you
must do so via the Rainsford Way gates as the Barton Road gates are not
open.
The office is not open to parents unless you have made an appointment.
All forms are located in the parent foyer and any messages can be left at
the gates in the morning.
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