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Dear Parents and Carers,

Once more, I wonder where the time has gone since writing to you last week. This week
has seen the full-time start for our EYFS children and you’d never guess that they were
first-timers. They’re confident, friendly and full of happy smiles as they skip into school
along the yellow-brick road! Yesterday, they experienced their first PE lesson with Mrs
Sterling and Mr Charlee and I popped my head in to see how they were getting on. Mr
Charlee very proudly asked the children to tell me what they’d been doing. The
responses varied – warming up – tick, finding spaces – tick, being pirates – wait, what?
“We scrubbed the deck and met the captain’s wife, oooo la la!” piped up one little
confident mite and I was then treated to a display of actions, the most bizarre of which
was, indeed, ‘The captain’s wife’ which elicited strange and wonderful facial
expressions along with a hugely excessive amount of hip-wiggling!! As I left the class to
their deck-scrubbing and rig-climbing, Isabella (R1) called after me, “Mrs Searle, Mrs
Searle?” Expecting to witness a further nautical action, I turned back only to be told, “Mr
Charlee’s a cheeky teacher!” Well, no surprises there, then – as I’ve said before, ‘Out of
the mouths of babes and sucklings….!’ All in all, Miss Goodwin and her team are
extremely happy with the way their little ones have settled in. And so am I!
At the other end of the age spectrum, I had the good fortune to visit what I was told is
the ‘best class in the school!’ That’s in the children’s words but Mrs Matharu confirmed
that it truly was the case that 6B are the best class in the school. Now, I don’t want to
confirm or deny this rumour but the evidence would suggest that this is, indeed, a
possibility since 6B have mastered the very tricky exercise of washing their hands two
at a time while a lesson is in progress without any disturbance to the class whatsoever!!
This is a feat, indeed, but Mrs Matharu insists that the maturity of her children has made
it an easy skill to develop. Well done 6B but, as for being the best class, I think you may
have some competition for that title as teachers can get very competitive when the
gauntlet is thrown down!! And walking around the school this week has shown me that
there are many contenders for that throne. 5A had the difficult job of having to complete
a maths lesson in the afternoon yesterday – never an easy task since concentration is
always trickier in the afternoons and yet I saw motivated and focussed students, all
eager to please and keen to talk to me about what they were learning but the real
surprise, for me, was the 5A project homework that has started to come in already –
finely-tuned presentation of models and information posters adorn the walls outside the
classroom and special mention must go to Rafe whose interest in all things historical
has given Ms Cormenzana a run for her money when it comes to Egyptology!
The end of the week, as you know, brought the photographer to take class photos for
last year’s classes – yet another military operation to coordinate – it was lovely, though,
to see all the smiling faces and Baris (2B) walked out of the hall wistfully commentating,
“I just wish I was back in Year 1” I have to say, I have similar wishes of rolling back the
years (a good deal more than one, though, in my case)!!!

We also enjoyed some Parklanes Wykeham Pre-school visitors today. The Covid-killer
spray was out in force as we welcomed a small group of children in to experience a PE
lesson with Mr Charlee (I believe the captain’s wife may have also made a reappearance
at some point!) The children were loud and lively but Mr Charlee had them eating out of
the palm of his hands! We’re hoping to help next year’s cohort have an even easier
transition to ‘Big School’ by inviting them in from time to time to get used to the setting and
the teachers.
In other news, improvements continue in the school building with the installation of a few
sensor taps in the infant toilets – the idea will be to get a sensor tap installed in every toilet
and classroom eventually but these taps are really expensive so it’ll be a slow and
controlled introduction I’m afraid! Gotta say, it does speed up the hand-washing which is a
blessing in the current climate!
And we finally have our new computer cabinet for the dining hall. Ever since I joined this
school 5 and a half years ago, the dining hall computer cabinet has been falling apart and
every year we’ve said we must replace it - so the flags are out and the new cabinet is in!
And, if that wasn’t enough, we’ve finally been able to ditch the ragged, orange barrier
across our Rainsford Way entrance and replace it with snazzy, new barriers that have our
school name and school characters printed on them. A big thank you to Mrs Browne and
her partner, also, who gave up their Sunday lie-in to come and put up our new flowerboxes in the entrance way. So, I think we’re officially a posh school now, on a par with
Harrods, no less!! On a serious note, though, it’s really important to have a smart and
neat image which points to the high standards we aim for in every area of school life. And
never more has this been evident than this week when we had to ask you to begin
wearing masks whilst on the school premises. It was a joy to see so many of you not just
complying but complying in style!! My eyes were particularly caught by a diamondencrusted mask, the wearer of whom remarked to me, “If I have to wear one, I’m going to
style it out!” But my personal favourite was worn by a grandmother whose mask gave her
the face of a cat. She had been given it to wear by her grandchild. She told me that she
felt a bit silly wearing it but she couldn’t not wear it when her grandchild had gifted it to
her. Well, that made my day! We all do weird and unusual things and make complete fools
of ourselves out of love for our children and that’s a wonderful thing to behold. And, for the
record, she didn’t look silly at all – she looked friendly and, dare I say it, purrrfect!
And finally, we’ve been lucky so far that the virus hasn’t visited our school but bubbles are
closing in schools all around us so we need to be prepared for closures. Please make
sure that you’ve signed up to Seesaw so that, should the almost inevitable happen, we
have a smooth crossover to home learning. The teachers all have their plans in place
ready to go so please make sure you’re prepared to take control if the time comes!
And so, that’s a round-up of this week’s news. I wish you a wonderful, socially-distanced,
weekend full of fun, love and silliness and I leave you with this:
“Never be afraid to look silly - there’s power in looking silly
and not caring that you do”
Amy Poehler

With kind regards and best wishes,
Mrs Searle

Star Of The Week
R1:
R2:
1A:
1B:
2A:
2B:
3A:
3B:
4A:
4B:
5A:
5B:
6A:
6B:

Kara & Henry
Zoey
Ollie
Sofia & Ethan
Eliza
Leni-Rae
Katie
Rosie
Violet
Jimmy
Rafe
Lauren
Megan
Dia

Our golden achievers this week
are…
Alex (3B)
Harshini (3B)
Ronnie (3B)
Rafe (5A)
Shaun (5A)
Archie (5A)

House Points
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Phoenixes
Griffins
Dragons
Centaurs

276 points
249 points
233 points
194 points

To our pupils who have birthdays
this week …..

Shaun (5A)
Dinusan (4B)
Finley (6B)
Alfie (5A)
Thomas (1B)
Brody (3B)
Lewis (5A)

Flu Immunisations

Your child will have brought home a Flu
Immunisation Consent Form this week.
The nurses will be coming in on Monday 12th
October to administer the immunisation.
Please return the forms, whether you give
permission or not, by Monday 5th October at
the latest.

Absences
If your child is going to be off school
for any reason, please call 01708
448187 and leave a message on
the absence line by 9am, if
possible.
Unfortunately, if your child has been
sick or has had diarrhoea, our
school policy is for you to keep
them at home for 48 hours after the
last bout.
It is also very important we know if
your child is off with COVID
symptoms or if you are awaiting test
results. Once results have been
received please email them to
office@harrowlodgeprimary.com.
Thank you for your co-operation
with this.

Barton Road Entrance
Please be reminded that,
for safeguarding reasons,
the gate at Barton Road is
not in use during the
school day.
If you have any need to
come to school during the
day, please use the
Rainsford Way entrance.

In case of a bubble closure…
please can you have tools
ready i.e. ruler, pencil, coloured
pencils, notebook etc.
Thank you!

Wearing Masks
on school premises
Please can we ask for your cooperation in wearing face
masks during drop-off and
pick-up times and whenever
you are on the school
premises, unless you have a
good reason not to.
Please also remember the 1
adult per family rule and the
need
to
maintain
social
distancing when around others.
Thank you for your support in
this matter.

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views

