
Dear Parents and carers, 

Although this isn’t a newsletter as such, because there is no school news, I thought I’d just touch base 

with you to let you know that I’m still here, thinking of you and contactable if necessary. 

It’s a strange place at the moment, school. I walk the halls of empty chairs and empty tables (10 points if 

you correctly identify the musical reference) and hear the echoes of children’s laughter and quiet 

chatter, the eerie resonance of teachers pontificating; I blow the dust off abandoned displays that once 

lit up the walls with knowledge and imagery that set children’s minds alight with curiosity and I feel the 

heavy silence of a world that ceased to exist with barely a moment’s warning. Bags hang forlornly from 

pegs, pictures lay unfinished on desks and the date on all the classroom boards reads 20th March 2020. 

It’s a very sad place to be – a school without children; it’s like a garden without flowers – no colour or 

beauty. But I remind myself that there will be an end to this nightmare and, meanwhile, we can look for 

all the silver linings that sit within our clouds. 

I’ve been overwhelmed by the communication that many of you have kept up between yourselves and 

your teachers – some teachers have told me that they’ve communicated more with you in the last two 

weeks than in the last 6 months! Well that’s a good thing for a start – life had become so busy and so 

fraught that we barely had time to nod a greeting at one another let alone have a meaningful 

conversation! I’ve been delighted to see some of the work you’ve been doing at home with your 

children – you’ve really embraced your new challenges and are making a magnificent job of a very 

testing task. I’ve also been buoyed by some of your emails that have regaled me with very amusing 

stories about what’s going on at home as you try to emulate the classroom environment but I must 

make it very clear to the mum who sent me a photo yesterday that we don’t actually use dunces’ caps in 

school or stand children in the corner and our teachers definitely don’t have a bottle of gin standing on 

their desks for medicinal purposes or not!!! 

On the rare occasions that we have had a very few children in school, I hear the taps running constantly 

and that’s a good thing but apologies if your children returned home with raw hands and told you that 

all they did all day was wash their hands! We’re doing our best but we’re all very scared here too.  

We’ve had a few ups and downs – our whole catering team went down with symptoms on the very first 

day of closure so we had to introduce a relief cook to our kitchen – Kay -  but that was a disaster to 

begin with as none of us had any keys for the kitchen so poor Kay had to travel all the way back to her 

own school kitchen in Collier Row, make our lunches there and return to us to distribute them! Then our 

caterers told us that they’d be serving weekly bags of food to all infants and Free School Meals children 

so we began ordering how many we would need only to then be told that the lunches would only be 

available to children registered on Free School Meals so we had to retract that offer – not that many of 

you were interested in taking up the offer to be fair but it’s just the chopping and changing that’s been 

difficult during this period. The right hand doesn’t have a clue what the left hand is up to so we just have 

to muddle through. But, I have to say, you’ve all been really understanding about the mix-ups and 

changes – you’re probably too caught up in trying to get your heads around this teaching lark to be 

bothered about a few changes of lunch orders along the way!!  



We’ve started to have a large planter built in our entrance walkway which we thought would soften the 

entrance a little. I designed the shape to fit our needs and the workman said he’d never had such a 

difficult challenge and that he’d had to rake out his long forgotten knowledge of Pythagoras’ theorem in 

order to build it but it doesn’t look that challenging to me – just a few 45° angles and some mitre joints 

as far as I can see but then, I’m no carpenter, I suppose. Anyway, unfortunately, he built half of it and 

then became ill so had to self-isolate so, if you happen to be passing the Rainsford entrance of the 

school, you’ll glimpse what currently looks like a great pile of wood in the corner of the walkway – 

hopefully, it’ll eventually be adorned with a variety of shrubbery and bedding plants to brighten up the 

entrance-way. I’m hoping that Mr Welch is green-fingered because, personally, I have a track record for 

losing every living plant I’ve ever tried to rear!! I love plants but they shrivel at the very sight of me 

which is why I surround myself with artificial greenery wherever I lay my hat! 

Talking of Mr Welch, he’s been very busy re-building the sand-pit in our EYFS garden and he’s now 

replaced all the broken ceiling tiles in the dining hall – there was more hole than ceiling in that room but 

it’s like a new hall altogether now!! 

I’ve also been busy designing a new House Points board. I’m really excited about its progress and am 

desperate to share it with you because I think the children will LOVE it but I must be patient and wait 

until it’s finalised – something to look forward to! 

And that’s about it for now – as I said, very little school news as such and certainly no children’s news 

but it’s good to keep in touch over these testing times and remind you that you can email me at any 

time with news or questions – I’m open to all forms of communication. 

I want to say a big well done to you all – you’re doing a sterling job and please don’t fret that you’re not 

doing enough; in the words of a great British supermarket, every little helps! And every tiny bit is better 

than nothing at all! Do take care of your mental health as well and that of your children – I’ve attached a 

few pointers that Mrs Waddington has kindly put together for you and I’ll be sending out other guidance 

from time to time which I hope will be of some help to some of you. A really good NHS website that 

helps you with your mental health is https://www.good-thinking.uk/ 

As the ‘holidays’ descend, such as they are, do take time to reflect on all the bright things in the world – 

your family and friends, your teachers and food-sellers (sorry but they’re extremely important at the 

moment!!) and, amidst all that is bad about this pandemic, let’s at least appreciate the slowing down of 

life so that we can take stock of all those bright things.  

I wish you a very Happy Easter and I’ll be in touch again after the holidays to see how you’re all getting 

on. And I leave you with this: 

“You have to be able to slow down enough to switch your focus away from 

all the ways things could be better, to know how good they already are.” 

We have the chance to do that now 

With kind regards and best wishes, 

                                                               Mrs Searle 


