
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to the summer term here at Harrow Lodge Primary! Well, it’s still sad 

but, as I write this, the sun is shining and that always makes things feel better! I 

thought I’d just check in with you and the children to see how you’re all getting on and 

to regale you with the exciting activities that have been unfolding in school over the 

last few weeks – it won’t take long, school’s never been so boring normal!! 

So, as I have to be in school anyway, I thought I’d make the most of the time to clear 

out cupboards and tidy rooms (much the same as you’re probably doing at home over 

the weekends I suspect). The first job was the dining hall floor which, it turned out, 

had about 10 years of built-up wax and dirt on it. So, although I thought this would be 

about a week’s job – turns out it’s going to need about 6 weeks to cut back to the 

original flooring. Mr Welch started the job with vim and vigour but, 3 weeks in, he’s 

now a shadow of his former self as he continues to scrape grime and dirt from a floor 

that refuses to give up its hold on muck and mulch! Poor man, I feel for him (not 

enough to join in with the scraping but I feel for him none the less!!).  

The next job was to sort out The Worry Corner which has been on the list for 

refurbishment ever since September when the whole set-up was dismantled so the 

walls could be painted. We decided to go for a calm theme, a forest, if you will, so that 

children can feel relaxed and de-stressed when sitting in there (I can foresee the 

corner being filled with teachers to be honest but I’ll have to put my foot down and 

force them back into class)!!! I enlisted the services of a professional wallpaperer 

(well ok, it was my husband but, quite frankly, he needed a job to surgically remove 

him from the sofa!!) while Mrs Millard and Ms Browne applied the window dressing. It 

was an amusing little dance as the two of them maintained 2 metres distance 

between themselves at all times – not an easy task, I can assure you, and I’m not 



entirely sure I didn’t hear a few whispered curses as the dance unfolded!!! Anyway, 

here’s the result – I think it was worth it! 

 

 

 

 

The planter at the front of the school was coming on nicely but the carpenter had to 

self-isolate for two weeks as he came down with the dreaded symptoms and, 

although he’s been back for one visit to continue, we haven’t seen him since. I hope 

he’s ok and it’s just the inclement weather keeping him away.  

We’ve also had the high cleaners in over the past few days – these aren’t especially 

tall people but cleaners who clean the very high levels in the school which our usual 

cleaners can’t reach. Now, this company are extremely thorough and I’d be surprised 

if any dust dares to surface while they’re around but they do seem to have been here 

forever and a day – reminds me of my son trying to tidy his bedroom (took two weeks 

once, I seem to remember, and it was only a small room!!) 

I’ve also come to the realisation that Mr Charlee is never going to be a naturally tidy 

person (much like my previously mentioned son!) and, therefore, I must give him 

some space to clear away the PE equipment that surfaces in the halls after every 

lesson. So, I’m planning to turn the old Rainbow room into a music room, move all the 

musical instruments from the cupboard at the back of the KS2 hall into the new music 

room and encourage Mr Charlee to tidy away PE equipment into the newly empty 

cupboard. Might have to train the children to remind Mr Charlee to stop the lesson 



early to pack up!!!! It’s another big job, though as the old Rainbow Room will need a 

good coat of paint before it can be used as a shiny new music room!  

In other news, we were given our list of children who’ll be joining us in September and 

this is always a time of great excitement as we plan to meet all our new school family 

members – parents and children alike – but, of course, this year there was a sadness 

in the air as we realised that all the usual events and meetings arranged for our new 

intake may not be able to go ahead. There’s also often a small contingent of parents 

who are allocated to our school who haven’t been to visit us before and we usually 

invite them to come and have a look around and have a chat with us – you know, see 

how lovely we are, offer them cake etc but that’s not possible at the moment either so 

I’ve spent the last few weeks putting packs together to show parents our school and 

tell them all about us. Part of that pack has involved making a virtual tour of the 

school and I put it off and put it off because, quite simply, I don’t rate myself as the 

next Steven Spielberg and I wasn’t too sure how to guarantee the best outcome. Ms 

Haynes assured me that a lot of people used something called imovie which was 

really simple to use so I thought that would solve all my problems. Well, I won’t bore 

you with all the details of editing, splicing and layering but let’s just say that Ms 

Haynes took a severe ear-bashing under my breath during the 20 hours I spent trying 

to put that movie together – simple, my eye! And don’t get me started on uploading it 

to be viewed – what a nightmare! In the end, I had to make my own YouTube 

Channel and upload the movie in two parts on YouTube!! So, I’m now officially a 

YouTuber, I believe, and will be touting for followers pretty soon and, when I reach a 

few million followers, I’m off to the Caribbean to spend my retirement in the lap of 

luxury!  

 



Meanwhile, if you’d like to view the ‘masterpiece’, here are the links: 

 
School Tour Part 1               https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVLXjEu-siY&t=3s 
 
School Tour Part 2               https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmRreSp8PAg  
 
 
Miss Goodwin has requested that I make it extremely clear that she was totally 

unprepared for her moment in the spotlight and, had she been warned that she would 

be asked to present to camera, she would have worn her Sunday best. Personally, I 

think the baseball cap is rather charming but maybe that’s just me!!! 

And now the important news – I’ve seen such amazing work going on at home and 

some of the Lego challenges have been phenomenal. I’ve only seen 1 entry for the 

photography competition so far but I really hope you’re sending them in – my breath 

is always taken away by your children’s creativity when it comes to challenges like 

this.  

Finally, we bid a sad goodbye to young Mr Dalton this week as he has decided that 

he’d like to take a break from caretaking for a while. I’m sure you’ll all join me in 

wishing him well in whatever endeavour he chooses to take on next.  

And that’s about it – not a lot, but time never stands still and so it is even when school 

is closed. I sincerely hope you’re all keeping well and keeping safe and I continue to 

think fondly of you all out there shut away doing your bit to fight the good fight. And I 

leave you with this: 

“All of us want to survive the Coronavirus Pandemic. Most of us will, and after 

we do, we’ll look back either with pride or regret on how we dealt with things 

during the crisis. Let us use this period as a lesson on how to live life with a 

concern for all of humankind.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVLXjEu-siY&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmRreSp8PAg


 

With kind regards and best wishes, 

                                                             Mrs Searle 

 


